Abstract -Studies with stable isotope-labeled precursors followed by N M R analysis o f the resulting antibiotics have revealed the biosynthetic origin and mode o f formation of the cyclohexanecarboxylic acid moiety in ansatrienin. the mC,N unit in ansatrienin and asukamycin, the 2-amino-3-hydroxycyclopent-2-enone moiety o f asukamycin and reductiomycin, and the dihydrofuranylacrylic acid moiety o f reductiomycin.
OH A number of antibiotics, mainly ansamycins and mitomycins. contain mC, N units, 6-membered carbocyclic rings carrying a carbon and a nitrogen substituent in a 1.3 (meta) orientation. Their origin has been traced t o the shikimate pathway. but 4 itself is not incorporated i n t o these m C 7 N units. 
